
Minutes – Village Meeting Tuesday 23rd May 2017 

Present:  

Andy Hall (Chair), Megan Ward (Clerk), Ralph Davies, Anna Davies, Margaret Huxtable, Nev Ward, 

Richard Craven Smith-Milnes, Vince Baker, Jonathan Lightbody, Peter Lyth, Liz Laine, Fi Thompson, 

Linda Brogan, Mark Austerfield, Linda Clark, Lindy Wilson, Jon Wilson, Simon Tilley, Geeta Lakshmi, 

Melanie Sykes, Helen Boyle, David Bradford, Caroline Bradford, Andrew McHugh, Julie McHugh, 

Alison Hall. 

Meeting opened by Chairman, Andy Hall at 7.35pm. 

Andy decided to start the meeting at point 5 on the agenda as Richard Craven Smith-Milnes was 

present to discuss the planning matter. Richard described the plans to the meeting and asked if 

there were any questions. It was asked if there were any plans to reduce the height of the trees on 

the edge of Hockerton road as there are safety concerns, Richard has no current plans but would 

consider that being done and would need to discuss with the developer. Andy raised the complaint 

that improper consultation had taken place as the neighbouring properties had not been informed 

of the planning. This is fault of the council not of the land owner, Richard apologised and will take it 

up with his architect. Simon Tilley asked if there are any plans to make the properties sustainable 

above standard and Richard declared that the properties will be of very high standard and offered 

for his architect to get in touch with Simon directly to discuss this further. Fi Thompson has some 

concerns with the plans including the lack of any work to be done on the driveway to make it safe 

for the amount of vehicles that would be using it including a passing place. Richard will speak to his 

architect in regards to this and get back to us. Liz Laine raised the issue of the drainage from these 

new properties as there have previously been problems with this with blockages in the ditch. 

Many of the concerns raised were not able to be answered in the meeting by Richard Craven Smith-

Milnes but a decision of support or opposition must be agreed upon to meet council deadlines. A 

vote was taken and the vote was unanimously in opposition of the planning due to the lack of 

information given to support the application. This will be noted when the decision is sent to the 

council. 

Agenda point 4. Andy Asked Richard to explain his proposal for 5 affordable houses on the plot of 

land next to the village hall. Richard explained that there are no plans drawn up as yet but 

discussions have been in place and the idea would be to bring in access off the road for a car park 

next to the hall and to build some houses. Andy further explained that this would be a joint 

application for the extra outside space for the hall and Richard’s properties and Richard has agreed 

in principle for us to acquire that extra land. Jon Wilson expressed concern over the road access and 

impact on junction to Southwell but Richard believes the gateway is far enough away form that 

junction for it to be a problem. A viability survey would be done by the council to confirm this. Ralph 

Davies spoke of his concern that putting an entryway in opens the way for an entire housing estate. 

Jonathan Lightbody shares these concerns. If we put nothing in place now there will be no way to 

prevent future planning. Liz Laine welcomes the idea of more affordable family homes and would 

encourage them to be high efficiency also.  

Agenda point 2. 

Gheeta asked about the deeds for the hall. Andy has looked into this and having spoken to the chief 

legal officer at Newark and Sherwood Council sees that we have a few options. The deeds are 

currently in 2 names, a previous chairman and the chief exec of the district council. 1 option is to 



keep it within those 2 roles but not under specific names as when the roles change hands there lies a 

problem. Alternatively, we set up a trusteeship. Or, we could look into becoming a charitable body, 

which could be costly. To discuss this further Megan asked Jonathan if we could set up a forum on 

the village website for this. 

Agenda point 3. The annual accounts were handed round. Helen Boyle asked why there was an audit 

fee for 2016 and not 2017. Andy explained that last year we were charged as the accounts went in 

late but that did not happen for this year. Helen Boyle also requested to see the receipts for the 2 

larger items that were payed for by the village (the noticeboards). These will be scanned in and 

emailed round. Accounts approved by meeting. 

Agenda point 6. Andy met with a man from the highways and he has approved for us to move the 

village signs out to where the speed signs are. The gateways sings are still in the process of going 

through. These signs have to include 30mph so when they are done we can remove the current sign 

that is in the way. Highways is going to approach the landowner to sort out the hedgerows but this 

may take some time. The dog poo bins can’t go where we wanted them so a survey is being done as 

to a safe place for the emptying of the bins. The bus stop would not get approval now so arranging 

for the bus to stop elsewhere would be very difficult. Helen Boyle feels that as it is a 30mph road 

vehicles should be able to stop anywhere much like any other 30mph road. Highways also confirmed 

that we would not be allowed a bus shelter due to the narrow width of the verge. Andy is going to 

circulate his email to the village as there are lots of points covered about traffic calming along with 

all this. 

Agenda point 7. Megan to email several dates to see if we can get any volunteers for a village clear 

up and litter collection. 

Andy closed the meeting at 9pm. 


