
Minutes from previous meetings can be read on www.hockerton.com 

Minutes for Village Meeting on Tuesday 18th April 2017. 

 

Present: Andy Hall (Chairman), Megan Ward (Clerk), Colin Hudson, Elizabeth Hudson, Tom Rose, Mel 

Sykes, Helen Boyle, David Bradford, Caroline Bradford, Vince Baker, Jonathan Lightbody, Ralph 

Davies, Anna Davies. 

Apologies: Nev Ward, John Peterson, Penny Peterson, Brian Smith, Judith Smith, Claire Lightbody, 

Alison Hall. 

 

Meeting opened by Andy Hall, Chairman at 7.35pm. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were requested and it was asked for the minutes to be made 

available on the village website which was agreed to be done – www.hockerton.com 

 

Village Hall Improvements 

Andy discussed that the land owner for the piece of land next to the village hall has proposed 

development of 5 houses on that site. This would be 1 block of 2 houses and another block of 3 

houses. All smaller family homes.  

Andy showed plans kindly drawn up by Colin Hudson of a bigger extension to the village hall and 

showing a large outside area, which he hopes we will receive from the land owner in order to get 

planning permission. It was noted that the village’s support for the development could matter 

greatly with planning permission therefore we should try to get a reasonable deal for a new village 

hall area.  

No plans have been submitted as yet but Andy will continue negotiations as supported by the 

meeting. If plans were to progress for work on the village hall a priority would need to be sorting out 

the deeds of the current building as brought up by Helen Boyle, they are currently in an old trustee’s 

name. We will also need further meetings to decide the purpose and use of the building. Ideas given 

in the meeting were a youth area with garden and park facilities. Mel Sykes also raised the point of a 

footpath and access between these ‘new homes’ and the village and it was agreed that it would be 

ideal to look into having a footpath through to Caunton Road. This would need to be discussed 

further at a later meeting. Caroline Bradford had concerns about allowing a development here 

setting a precedent for development on other areas of land. Andy and Megan agreed to look into 

the clauses of planning to prevent this being an issue. 

 

Village Gardening / Tidy Up 

Andy has arranged a meeting with Notts Highways to have a walk through the village and see what 

they will take responsibility for doing (such as widening the footpaths), therefore leaving us with an 

idea of what we may want to fund as a village in terms of clear up and gardening. 

 

Village Entry Signs & Dog Poo bin 

We have received in writing the notification of the grant funding for the gateway signs and the exact 

location is now to be decided. We are hoping to run a competition for artists young and old within 

the village for the artwork that will be on the signs. Andy is also hoping to get the OK from highways 

in regards of where we can place the dog poo bin.  
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Caroline Bradford raised complaint of the current village sign being in an awkward position. Andy 

will ask about moving it. This will be replaced with the new signs and it is hoped we can place those 

further out of the village to help reduce speeding more.  

Megan agreed to send an email round to the village to ask for volunteers to clean up the village hall 

as brought to our attention at the meeting. Also, the phonebox needs some tlc as it looks tatty and 

the books are going mouldy. 

 

Speedwatch 

In a move to reduce speeding Mel Sykes volunteered to do Speedwatch and Jonathan Lightbody 

agreed to arrange this. Tom Rose brought up the idea of speed cameras which we have already been 

declined alongside Helen Boyle revisiting the idea of strategic white lines on the road and Andy will 

raise these ideas with highways again. Andy is also going to chase up Bruce Laughton in regards to 

the traffic on Caunton Road, he will also look into contacting Robert Jenrick about the dangers of the 

speed of traffic through the village as requested by Ralph Davies. 

 

Bus Shelter 

Andy has been in touch with the council and they will not fund a bus shelter as there is insufficient 

demand because of so few bus routes coming through the village. The Council also won’t fund a bus 

shelter for a children’s bus route therefore the option we have is to fund one ourselves. 

Andy has looked into costs and is still waiting on some quotes but it looks like it could be around 

£1000 for a PVC one and anywhere from £4000 for a wooden one. The proposed site for this is next 

to the phonebox, where the current bus stop is. This will be discussed further once more quotes are 

received.  

Jonathan Lightbody has contacted S&E Timber on Boughton Industrial Estate and they are open to 

discuss potentially subsidising a wooden bus shelter; Jonathan is following up. 

Mel and Tom asked for the Minster School bus not to stop outside the pub as they have safety 

concerns. Megan agreed to contact the council to try to arrange this. 

 

Summer BBQ / Party 

Andy has spoken to Nick and Diane Mayfield and it has been decided to not go ahead with the 

summer party this year. 

However, Mel and Tom discussed the idea of having a Summer Ball at the pub. They intend to 

discuss this at a future meeting. 

 

AOB 

None 

 

Andy closed the meeting at 8.40pm. We hope to have another meeting in about a month and annual 

accounts will be presented. 


