
HOCKERTON PARISH MEETING MINUTES – 30th January 2020 

 

Present: Andy Hall - Chairman, Jonathan Lightbody - Clerk. 

Simon Tilley, David Bradford, Caroline Bradford, Lindy Wilson, Jon Wilson, Alison Hall, Linda Clark, Lisa 

Parkes, Rita Stevens, Anna Davies, Geeta Lakshmi, Fi Thompson, Martin Crowe. 

 

Apologies: Carol Mitchell, Keshan Nigam, Ralph Davies, Ian Stevens, Oliver Wilson, Lucy Tom, Trevor 

Bryant, Claire Lightbody. 

 

Venue: The newly renovated old 1843 school room – Hockerton’s Village Hall,  

  

 

AGENDA 

• Agreeing the Hockerton Precept. 

 

The village precept is to be agreed by residents and submitted to NSDC by January 31st. The precept is 
the portion of Council Tax that is paid to Hockerton Parish to finance the community services it 
provides and any community initiatives it determines should be actioned.  

This table shows the current precept (£3000) and a range of values and their impact on each 
household as per Council Banding. The proposal for the meeting was to increase the precept to £3500. 

CURRENT 

No increase in 
Precept total 
= net 
reduction 

  
Proposed 
Precept 

  

£3,000 £3,000 £3,275 £3,500 £4,000 

         

A= 23.63 21.59 23.57 25.19 28.79 

B= 27.56 25.19 27.50 29.38 33.58 

C= 31.50 28.79 31.42 33.58 38.38 

D= 35.44 32.38 35.35 37.78 43.18 

E= 43.32 39.58 43.21 46.18 52.77 

F= 51.19 46.78 51.06 54.57 62.37 

G= 59.07 53.97 58.92 62.97 71.96 

H= 70.88 64.77 70.70 75.56 86.36 

 

1. represents 
a net 
reduction per 
household 

2. 
Represents 
almost 
negligible 
change 

3. Represents 
a small 7% 
increase over 
3yrs since last 
change 

4. Would help the 
village achieve 
more, perhaps a 
consideration? 

 

 

MINUTES 

7:40pm Meeting opened by Andy Hall, Chairman. 

 

Perhaps it was the promise of ‘bubbles’ after the meeting, perhaps it was the intrigue to see what 

work had been done on the village hall; perhaps it was with a sense of duty and interest in village life 

that such a decent turnout made it to the first Parish meeting since August 2018 on a cold January 

night – on the eve of Brexit no less… 



 

Clambering onto his soapbox with greater dexterity than one would expect for someone who’d last 

done so over 16 months ago, Chairman Andy Hall looked every inch of a man who’d been practicing 

for this evening as he slipped comfortably into his role and began with great gusto; firstly introducing 

Hockerton’s history with its precept and explaining what the precept could help the village achieve. 

Pointing to the village hall as an example, and referring to previous community events, Andy reminded 

residents that the precept enabled projects like these to go ahead – without the precept, we don’t 

even have the freedom to dream of such things. 

 

Explaining that, with recent precepts and the Community Infrastructure Levy secured for Hockerton, 

a total of around £20,000 was raised – and spent – on the hall’s renovations. The schedule of works 

has included:- 

• rebuilding of the dwarf walls supporting the floor; 

• under floor insulation installed; 

• replacement floor installed; 

• new skirting and architrave; 

• new carpet; 

• new rear door; 

• new interior doors; 

• new cupboards and work surface; 

• renovated and repainted windows; 

• new window blinds; 

• renovated and hung display / notice cabinets; 

• insulated roof space; 

• electrics checked and renewed where required; 

• outdoor area landscaped, weed protected and covered with attractive green slate to create 

useable community event space; 

• new comfy meeting chairs; 

• a new vacuum cleaner 

• a much needed dehumidifier; 

• exterior solar lighting; 

• and a fabulous new oak front door 

 

Simon Tilley, who as a Director of SHOCK, has been terrifically supportive of the hall’s renovations 

suggested that more improvements to the hall could be achieved with SHOCK funding and via the 

precept; so ensured a discussion on potential improvements:- 

• outdoor shed, incorporating a composting toilet; 

• a water sink within the w/c; 

• waste drainage from the sink to a soak-away in the grounds; 

 

It was felt that such improvements would further enhance the hall’s ability to host community events.  

 

After an enjoyable debate, Andy got on with the business of the evening – that of the precept proposal.  

The precept figure of £3500 was proposed by Andy and seconded by Simon Tilley.  

 

A second proposal of £4000 was made by globe-trotting Lisa Parkes who was making a rare and much 

appreciated appearance; the proposal was seconded by an overheating Fi Thompson who had dressed 

assuming the renovations had paid no attention to the hall’s heating.  



 

The room fell silent as arms shot up in the air casting votes, first for £3500 (9 ‘FOR’, 0 ‘AGAINST’) and 

then for £4000 (4 ‘FOR’, 0 ‘AGAINST’). The precept was duly agreed at £3500 and will be submitted to 

NSDC on Friday January 31st. [this has since been done by Jonathan] 

 

With the official Agenda completed Hockerton’s Clerk, Jonathan, eagerly made his way to the fridge 

and produced 4 bottles of Prosecco to whoops and cheers from the floor. Champagne flutes where 

filled and passed around while Andy continued with a general discussion including:- 

 

• Simon Christy’s “Open Evening”: Tues Feb 11th. 7pm Village Hall. 

Andy explained that Simon Christy was considering developing a small part of land near to The 

Grange (and Big Jack’s Little Kitchen) and he would like to invite residents to view his plans and 

give their input. A date for this open evening has been set for Tuesday February 11th, in the Village 

Hall. 

 

• www.hockerton.com 

Geeta remarked at how great it was that Hockerton had its own website but it didn’t perhaps 

contain enough news of local events. Caroline Bradford suggested the Clerk should ask to be 

added to Maplebeck’s email list so we could learn of their events. Jonathan made a note to contact 

other local Clerks for the same purpose and reiterated his hopes that www.hockerton.com would 

be a well used source of interest for residents. 

 

• Calendar of Community Events 

There was a well-received suggestion that Community events would be better supported if they 

were known of much further in advance. It was decided that Jonathan would publish such a 

calendar on hockerton.com and email the village list too. Suggested events included:- 

o Feb 11th – Simon Christy’s Open Evening 

o Apr 23rd – AGM, Election of Officers and Budget 

o Apr 25th – ‘Plant Swap’ (more info to follow) 

o May 8th – VE Day celebrations (BBQ at village hall) 

o TBA – Summer BBQ event 

o Dec 5th - Christmas decorating of the village hall 

o Dec 20th – Christmas Carols, open fires and community gathering 

o Quarterly Parish Meetings. Dates TBA 

 

[these dates have now been added to www.hockerton.com – click on the Parish Meetings to see them] 

 

• SHOCK monies – how to claim your £200 

Simon Tilley reminded the meeting that SHOCK still had a pot of funds burning a hole in their 

hessian trouser pockets and hoped villagers would claim their £200 reimbursement of their eco-

friendly, efficient home improvements. See www.hockerton.com for more info. 

 

• Planters for the village entry signs 

A number of the meeting thought it would be nice to decorate the village signs with planters and 

perhaps have a little competition for the best dressed planter although not many felt brave 

enough to tackle those on the A617! However, Fi and Simon Tilley said they’d have a go at the 

Southern entry sign (from Normanton) and we’d hopefully find someone to fill and attach a 

planter to the Northern side (Cauton Rd). [Please contact clerk@hockerton.com to volunteer] 

 

http://www.hockerton.com/
http://www.hockerton.com/
http://www.hockerton.com/
http://www.hockerton.com/
mailto:clerk@hockerton.com


As the bubbles flowed and glasses were refilled, the atmosphere in the village hall was one of 

friendship and community – exactly what Andy & Jonathan had hoped to recreate with the 

renovations to the village hall.  This chatter included ideas for more uses of the hall and continued 

until the last drop of prosecco was drunk at around 10pm. 

 

• Uses for the hall 

Lisa Parkes explained that they’d got nowhere to store their table tennis table and wondered if it 

could be put to good use in the hall perhaps for a small village competition? 

 

Games nights such as Darts, Board Games, Twister(!) etc were mentioned and on a more practical 

note, Geeta suggested a First Aid refresher course be run. Since the meeting Jonathan has been 

in touch with Newark Community First Aid and is hopeful of securing a first aid course for the 

village in the near future.   

 

 

A fabulous evening was had by all, and it was felt Hockerton’s community spirit had been lifted. 2020 

is set to deliver a more enjoyable Hockerton! Please get involved as much or as little as you like, but 

don’t get left out… 


